BUCKLAND RACES and RIDES 2013 

Letter of Instructions ( LOI ) 

What to bring:

Weapons:  
If riding Federal:
Saber Belt, Saber, Pistol, Carbine, etc.  


Carbines will be needed more by those riding as Custer's men than Kilpatrick's men.


If riding Confederate:
Same as Federal  as we are riding as members of the organized cavalry, not Mosby's men.  


Carbines will be needed more by those riding as Fitz Lee's Cavalry than Stuart's Cavalry.


Some leeway will be allowed for Stuart's Cavalry to have multiple pistols.

Bring weapons clean and unloaded, inspection prior to riding.

Rounds:  
Bring rounds for the weapons you will be carrying. 

Rations:  We believe we can supply all your meals needs.  You might wish to bring company cooking grills but we have obtained sponsors and provided for the food for all of your meals.  Even extra morning coffee.  Bring your own plates and utensils.  You probably will welcome having a canteen and a tin cup.

Horse Rations:  Hay provided and but bring your own grain. 

Encampment:  Buckland Farm  Camp:  Heavy Camp - We will NOT be camping out of the saddle but you should have a bedroll simulation (at least a blanket rolled up) on your saddle.   Camp can be a “heavy camp” with tents or your trailers as you wish.  All optional rides will be day trips trailering out in the morning and back before evening.  

Time of Arrival:  You should plan on arriving at Buckland Farm no later than Friday evening.  You probably will wish to arrive long enough before dark to check in; unload your horse(s) and equipment and weapons; and get your tent or other arrangements set up before dark, but we will attempt to work with any arrival time.  

Weekend Events and Reenactments: 


Friday - September 28, 2013:  

 5:00 p.m. 
Registration check-in opens on site


Saturday - September 28, 2013:   


Reveille in time to be ready for departure with horses loaded for Parade.  

  7:30 a.m. 
Departure of rigs for Parade in Warrenton

  8:00 a.m. 
Arrival at Horse Show Grounds in Warrenton- 



those that have horses ready eat first shift of Breakfast - others get horses ready then go eat 

  8:30 a.m. 
Breakfast at American Legion Post next to Horse Show Grounds (in Warrenton)

  9:30 a.m. 
Warrenton Heritage Day Parade in Warrenton, VA starts at 9:30 



but we will be the last entry so will not depart Fair Grounds until 9:30 

11:30 a.m.
Lunch after return to Buckland–probably Pizza from Brooklyn Brothers Pizza–cheese/pepperoni 

  3:00 p.m. 
Reenactment of the “Buckland Races” of October 19, 1863 -

  6:00 p.m.
Dinner–probably at Desiderio Italian-American Grill–Menu:  http://www.desideriorestaurant.net/?page_id=2 


Sunday - September 29, 2013: 


Reveille 

  7:30 a.m.
Breakfast – probably at Eggspectations at their establishment  – 



menu:  http://www.eggspectation.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/US-Menu.pdf 

  9:00 a.m 
Church Service

11:00 a.m 
Reenactment of the “Buckland Races” of October 19, 1863

12:00 p.m.
Lunch after reenactment  – probably foot-longs from Subway’s regular menu 



so that we can eat on site or take them with us for the return drive home.  

THE DETAILS:


Organization of Units:  We will form two groups of Federals and two groups of Confederates, to be organized in advance and on-site.  


CS:  We will probably ask each Confederate unit commander to split his members into two groups with himself remaining with one group and choosing the leader of his other group.


The better riders (comfortable with pistols at a full gallop) with the most dependable horses should be placed in the group portraying Stuart's Cavalry and reenact the “Races” at a gallop.


The rest of each of the Confederate units should be able to dismount to fight on foot and portray part of Fitz Lee's Cavalry that hits Custer's troops at Buckland. 

Sections and platoons will be formed making every reasonable effort to keep the halves of each reenactment unit troopers together.  


US:  We will probably ask each Federal unit commander to split his members into two groups with himself remaining with one group and choosing the leader of his other group.


The better riders (comfortable with pistols at a full gallop) with the most dependable horses should be placed in the group portraying Kilpatrick's Cavalry that chased Stuart and retreated at a gallop in the “Races”.


The rest of each of the Federal units should be able to dismount to fight on foot and portray part of Custer's Cavalry that stopped at Buckland for breakfast and were hit by Fitz Lee's Cavalry. 

Sections and platoons will be formed making every reasonable effort to keep the halves of each reenactment unit troopers together.  


Depending on the numbers and expertise of the combination of the horses and riders, individuals may be asked to ride with the other half of their unit.  


Logistics:



Water:  Plenty available at campsites and on route for men and mounts.  Carry your canteen or water bottles in saddlebags.



Sanitation:  Portajohns at campsites. 



Picketlines:  Please bring sufficient picketlines for your unit and extras if you have them (but may not be needed).  



Hay:  Provided – On Site.



Vet:  Emergency service via Haymarket Vet.



Farrier:  no one available at Buckland Farm. 



Rig shuttle:  We shuttle in groups of 6-8 rigs on Saturday morning for those that wish to participate in the parade and for day trips for rides.

Optional Day Rides:  

Starting Point:  Buckland Farm

 All rides will be day trips trailering out in the morning and returning to your camp at Buckland Farm by evening.  

DESCRIPTION OF RIDES:  


As participants may desire, rides can be made to historical locations on Sunday after the reenactment is over (departure about 1 pm) or the Monday and/or Tuesday after the reenactments.  Local rides, on Buckland Farm and neighboring areas, may be scheduled during down times as desired by participants and may include a drill and/or preview/practice of the reenactment. 


Early morning (after breakfast unless breakfast will be in route) the ride will commence  by trailering from Buckland Farm to the starting point.  Either we will shuttle rigs to an end point or ride back to the rigs after the rides.  

Ride Possibilities:


Manassas National Battlefield including crossings at Sudley Ford, Sudley Springs Ford


Brandy Station including crossings of the Rappahannock and/or Hazel Rivers.


Riders and horses electing to participate in the Optional Day Rides should be fit enough to cover 15 miles in a day, some of it up and down hills.  Shoes are recommended; we may travel on blacktop/concrete occasionally and in the Town of Warrenton for the parade, and the routes of the reenactment or rides may include limited travel on gravel roads and rocky hills as well as some mud.  
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